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The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUB TAK) has been
assigned officially by the Turkish government as the contact organization for the EU
Framework Programmes since the beginning of 2003. The implementation of the
national coordination role concerning the EU Framework Programmes is achieved by
the TUB TAK EU Framework Programmes National Coordination Office (NCO).
TUB TAK is the leading agency for management, funding and conduct of scientific
research in Turkey. Established in 1963 as an autonomous institution, TUB TAK
reports directly to the Prime Minister and acts as an advisory agency to the Turkish
Government on science and research, and is the secretariat of the Supreme Council

for Science and Technology, the highest S&T policy making body in Turkey.

An Adequate Flow of Competent Researchers

We agree that the mobility of the scientists at present is hindered by an inadequate
legislative and institutional framework, as well as by poor working conditions and
obstacles to careers. Within this picture, we underline the visa issue as the major
obstacle for mobility of Turkish researchers that prevents the achievement of
circulation of competent researchers from the Turkish Research Area. Even senior
officials are faced with difficulties in obtaining visa to attend high-level meetings in
some EU Member States.

Moreover, within ERA the mobility of the researchers is considered solely for long-
term working periods. The Commission should take into account the short-term visits
and scientific meeting within the same framework, since they have a facilitating
impact on the flow of competent researchers. Therefore, it is urgent that the serious
problems resulting from visa regulations be solved and the short term visits and

scientific meetings be taken into account in the construction of an effective solution.

In eradicating the obstacles in front of the mobility of the researchers, we think that
regions are important players, and they should take measures to improve mobility in
all areas especially the one between academia and industry. Researchers as well as
their spouses or families need to be assisted with information and services on career

paths and living conditions.
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World-Class Research Infrastructures

Turkey has a crucial potential in terms of RTD facilities, however, we need more
support programs for research infrastructures to actualize that RTD potential. As a
negotiating country, Turkey would like to draw the Commission’s attention to the
necessity of FP6-SSA-2* type calls to improve research infrastructures in Turkey to
make outstanding contribution to ERA.

We observe that activities involving research infrastructures are concentrated only in
certain countries. However, there are several research centers to be candidate for
high-level of structure and, the advancement of those centers to the level of the
excellence centers could make a crucial contribution to the growth of the European
Research Area. To achieve this, the Commission’s support and incentive for the
allocation of IPA funds to those efforts is of vital importance. From the perspective of
a negotiating country, the existing funding resources offered by IPA are too limited
and Turkey has had several negative experiences regarding using funds on scientific
issues such as improving available infrastructure and developing scientific workforce.
We suggest that DG Research may more sufficiently and effectively involve in this
process. IPA funds should more concentrate on research issues.

*Call identifier: [FP6-2004-ACC-SSA-2]

Excellent Research Institutions

TUB TAK agrees with the creation of the “virtual research communities” by pooling
and integrating activities and resources from different locations and disciplines within
and beyond Europe. To realize this, impetus needs to be given to the networking and
further development of already existing research institutions so that a bottom-up
support mechanism could be assured for the creation of virtual research
communities. The inter-disciplinary flow of information into those virtual research
communities could make a significant contribution to the European Research Area
along specialized yet inter-related research and innovation clusters within itself.

Integrated research and innovation clusters will be beneficial to the elimination of
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fragmentation in research. The European Commission should create new funding

resources in FP7 to support the formation of these virtual research communities.

International linkages are essential for research excellence especially in policy fields
defined under the Lisbon Agenda. Unfortunately, the INCO area in FP7 has been
weakened due to the lack of support in each thematic area. The Commission is
adviced to consider this issue and take a preventive action in the forthcoming years.

Effective Knowledge-Sharing

TUB TAK supports participation of Turkish organizations in the European Technology
Platforms. Having formed 5 National Technology Platforms in areas of critical
importance with top priority, the efforts are being made for the formation of 3 more
National Technology Platforms at present. Turkey, knowing the importance of the
industry perspective brought by the stakeholders and the vitality of coordination of
the national research activities for a sustainable growth, aims at integrating those

National Technology Platforms into the European Technology Platforms.

Technological Platforms (TPs) are one of the best tools of forming and sharing long-
term precise strategies and serve as platforms for effective knowledge sharing
between industry and academia. Nonetheless, the easy access to TPs is not
facilitated within the existing framework specifically for SMEs. Therefore, it is very

vital that effective and efficient measures taken and revisions be made.

Well-Coordinated Research Programmes and Priorities

We suggest that the Commission should make a clear distinction between the
priorities and objectives of the ERA-NETs and INCONets as to define regional
cooperation, national and EC efforts at different levels to clarify their difference.

We believe that ERA-NET is the best tool for well-coordinated research programs
and priorities for its structure and participant profile. However, we realize that there is
excessive management rigidity inherent in this scheme. The participation into this

scheme is limited to public research administrations and national funding agencies.
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Unfortunately, we observe that those agencies may not be present in some countries
or may be present with different structures and task definitions not allowing their
participation into ERA-NETs. We invite the Commission to consider the broadening

the range of the participant profile in ERA-NETS.

According to our experience and observations in FP6, Integrated Projects (IPs) and
Specific Targeted Research Projects (STREPS) are the most frequently used tools by
project owners. These two tools serve for different purposes. However, in some
cases IPs differ from STREPs not because of their structural characteristics, but due
to their dimension. Moreover, high level participation in IPs also increases the costs
related with general management and may result in the exclusion of industry
participation. Therefore, access and participation into IPs should be facilitated by the

Commission.

The structure of the Commission should be expanded so that more countries could
participate in research analysis and policy-making. In this context, Turkey’s potential
needs to be utilized to provide essential inputs to existing policies as well as to

making of new policies.

A Wide Opening of the European Research Area tothe  World

Enlargement is essential for creating European Research Area and enhancing
performance of the European research efforts in the framework of the Lisbon
Strategy. Enlargement countries as such have not been given any specific attention

in the current version.

It is very important that enlargement countries should enjoy specific opportunities in
the form of specific calls under FP7 that would support integrating researchers of

these countries among themselves and with their European counterparts.

It is also clear that these countries need to be supported in order them to develop a
sound research base, to coordinate their efforts among themselves as well as with
their European counterparts for the benefit of common European research agenda

and focus and therefore be able to contribute to the European research.
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The International Cooperation dimension in all of the FP7 thematic work programmes
is not sufficient to sustain these concerns and may even shadow this immediate

priority of the needs and performance of the enlargement countries.

Therefore specific calls for enlargement countries need to be specifically referred to
as priority regions in the subsequent work programmes in all areas and topics

covered.
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